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would go beyond the limits of tliis study to quote in foil
the reports of the sources regarding his sickness and death.
The mourning of the Caliph and all Egypt on his account
clearly shows once more his value to the Fatimid dynasty
of Egypt.
In the history of Islam there are few parallels for such
a deep personal contact between Caliph and Vizier, master
and servant. One of the sources rightly remarks : " The fact
that he was leaving the world did not prevent birn from giving
wise advice to his master and displaying affection towards
him, which is the way of faithful friends." *
Indeed, C. H. Becker 2 is right in saying of Ya'qub b. KiTh's
that the Fatimid government could find no more capable and
expert administrator of the country's economic policy and
that the great prosperity of the Nile Valley under the Fatimids
is associated with his name.
Jewish Officicds under Ya'qub b. KiUis
In the days of al-*Aziz the Fatimid Empire extended as far
as Syria and Palestine. Among the huge army of officials
required for the administration of the Empire various Jewish
officials are found acting, especially in Syria, in co-operation
1 As he lay on Ms death-bed he was visited by the Caliph, who, knowing
his almost hopeless condition, addressed him thus : " O Ya€qub, how I
wish you were for sale so that I might buy yon with, my kingdom, or that
you could be ransomed and I might ransom you. Is there any desire that
you wish me to fulfil ? '* Ya'qub wept and kissed his hand, which he placed
upon his eyes. He then said : " O Prince of the Faithful, I have no personal
desire. . . . But what I would say with regard to the concerns of your
Empire is this : Keep the peace with the Byzantines so long as they
maintain it; be satisfied with recognition in public prayer and coinage
on the part of the Hamdanids ; spare not Mufarrij b. Daghfal b. Jarra&
if ever you get him into your power.** Ibn ol-Qaldnisi, 32 ; Maqr., ii, 7 ;
Ed.9 iii, 185. Al-*Aziz was present at the funeral, said the prayer over
him, and laid him with his own hand in the grave. He went home sorrowful
at his loss and had the public offices closed for some days afterwards.
According to Maqrizi, al-'Azfz ate nothing at all that day, nor did he invite
any guests to join him. As a sign of mourning he also rode without any
sunshade.
* E*c. Id., ii, 398.

